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directed that Oriya alone should be used ( in the Court )
and in order to ensure this he had to import Officials
from Cuttack. (5)

qQ Qd3led @1;:;-1 <8l cesll B esEl g9l geid | )
e, g 69490605R. GRGRR CREA | Qeneeq egel <8l
Oneq SREER rgvafa-. ceal, @ &8l &8 ao’ Q) GEELY Qeaal
GeR BIQ AWRLAR 2602 cldle] GBI 98RAIR ¢ RER,
020 210 062 Gs] JLQAAIRSe 6a QA AMIRT JeAq S5R |
ccaR Al AQese’e 90 o U9y Adel &R AIeg
solged 60n 83 arndaa 69F 089.Q Qest Akeen =8aQ
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- Oriya was far from being the language in exclusive
use in Sambalpur. 2- Hindi was the vernacular of one
fifth of the people. It was spoken and used officially to a
considerable extent both by the officials and -the people.
Further its use was spreading along the railway line.
3- Moreover the Oriya of Sambalpur as believed by the
authorities was not identical with Orissan Language. It
Was purely a local dialect with a considerable admixture
of Hindi or Chhatishgarh. (7)
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QUOTES

(1) Sambalpur was the Principal Fortess of a Chijep
of Mountainers who takes his title from that place, gpg
who holds an extensive tract of country between Chatjs.
garh (i. e. Ratanpur ) and Cuttack...governing a numerous
tribe of hardy mountainers and possessing such a strong
hold as Sambalpore, he had been hitherto able to elnde
the power of Raja of Berar and all attempts to subdue
his country had been invariably failed.

Nagpur Residency Records Vol. 1 Page 34 |

(2) Relinquishment by Patna of territory and dominion .
on the left bank of the Ung river—Nursingh Deo, the
12th Maharajh of Patna, and his brother Bulram Deo
quarrelling the former made over absolutely to the latter
( Probably on compulsion ) all such portions of his
territories as lay North of the river Ung : the engagement -
between the two brothers being, that each was to be
perfectly independent of the other.

_(oreation of new state of Chowunpoor—Balaram Deo !
I;.:.kmg possession of his allotment erected a fort on the
right bank of the mahanaddy, exactly opposite the |
present city of Sumbulpore, at Chowunpoor ( where to .
this 'clay the traces of his fort are visible ) | and adopted
the title of Rajah of Chowunpoor, Shortly aftcr this he :

dispossessed sirgooja of the dependencies of Suktee,

Raigarh and Burgurh and of t

: he i :
before noticed, of Sumbulpore remaining portion as

and Athmallick ( now Gurih: and finally included Boud
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ihe fort of Chowunpoor, ang
a new fort on the opposite bapk. To this he aav

name of Sumbulpore from the number of seerlgiﬂ:E .
that existed there on its site. Then changing h]:s trees
title to that of Maharajah of Sumbulpore, he fuundzgz

dominion which soon took the reat ascendency over the
parent state of Patna.

crossing the river, erected

The two states of Patna and Sumbulpore were now
distinct and the area of the *28 Gurhs” was now fully

embraced; But as yet this number of Gurjhat States with

independerit chiefs, tributory to the two paramount rulers
of Patna and Sumbulpore.

H. B. Impey, “Gadjat States of Patna”-1863

In his letter dated 30th June 1946, to the viceroy
lord wavell, Rajendra Narain Singhdeo, the Maharaja
of Patna opposed the idea of the Merger of Princely States
with the Orissa province on the ground that this would
lead to encroachment upon the rights of the smaller
State units, Political and economic exploitation of the
States people by the more pn_liticfiﬂ}’ ﬂd‘r’fiﬂf-‘ﬁll‘npi?slﬂz
of the Orissa province and violation of the lng

autonomy of the Chhtisgarh States. X X X X

pe—
Quoted in A. C. Pradhan «A study of History ©

Orissa” 1988 PP-376-7.
‘--::'1"'---..___,_ . ___,___,,_,._..-...-.--m-n---H-"“"'"““""""""“'”"“I
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«The Maithali and Bengli alphabets are derived from
" Bulher’s Proto-Bengli. The Oriya alphabet on the cantrary
is derived from Nagari and probably reached Orissa
directly from the West”

( Vide - Indian Antiquary Supplement, 1932)
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LINGUISTIC DOMINANCE OVER KOSAL

—Dr. Chitrasen Pasayat

s mdrre e 4 G R S SEE AR R T S S RAT L
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The idea that Sambalpuriis a dialect of Oriya
language, has been successfully planted in the minds of
Sambalpurias. It was in 1905 that politics based on Oriya
Janguage brought Sambalpur into the fold of Orissa. And
Oriya language movement successfully absorbed Sambal-
puri speech community. Oriya became the official
language of the state; medium of transmission in AIR
and TV stations in the state; medium of instruction in
schools and colleges. The role of the dominant cultural
system i. e. ‘Oriya’ in both edcucation and mass-media
ensured its wide influence and dissemination. Conscquently,
the cultural identity of Orissa is being defined on the bas:s
of the cultural identity of the dominant pressuré Eroup
i.e. the Oyiya spe:xch community inhabiting easteérn
Orissa, Admittedly, the cultural policy of the Government
of Orissa has always pushed Oriya culture to the fore-
front, The past ten years bhave witnessed creation .and
strengthening of institutions for the development -of Oriya
culture leading 1o the institutional expansion of culture.
This is visible in the setting up of autonomous bodies
and in the size of the budget on Oriya culture. All these
have been done at the cost of regional cultures like
Sambalpuri, which has been denied their due share. Thus
the significant featwe of Orissa society is the uneqt
sharing of fruits of cultural development by the Pfﬂpl‘i
of its different regions. These cllorts are viewed as ‘cultur®
integration”  between Oriyas and Sambalpurias by the
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Jominant Oriyas and thé state. Hence, these efforts are
glorified in the name of ‘Oriya Nationalism’. These steps,
however, could ‘not dissolve the distinctiveness of
gambalpuria pedple and culture who have acquired
subjéctive self-consciousness and political significance on
the basis of Sambalpuri languageé and culture over a period
of time.

The contradiction bétween the reality and the
‘idea’ is hard to resolve leading to a state of conflict. A
sensé of continuity bétween the past, present and future is
felt. What confronts the Sambalpuria people at this stage
of history is the problem of identity.It has become
impossible to visualize Orissa as a cultural unity because
it impliés the hegemony of Oriya culture and marginaliza-
tion of the Sambalpufi ciilture. Even the Government of
Orissa which started out as an eéhlightened patron of art
dhd cultiite in Orissa is decidinig the kind of culture people
ouglit to consume. Consequently, numerous folk forms of
culttre is being crushed duve to the pressure from the
dontinant gtoup and its culture. Cultural conflicts mn a
pliiralistic Oridsan society aré underStandable. But the
delibétate isolation and margmahzatmﬂ of 4 wide variety
of folkeultures léading to *“Culturocide’ is intolerable. This
i8 exdctly what the present thﬂSlE seeks to study, and hence

its contemporary relevance.

According 16 or evidedce, the formation of
Orissa on the basis of Oriya language cou 1d not satisfy the
Political, economic and cultural aspirations of Sambalpuri
People. Today the situation for them differs significantly

T
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from what they had visualized earlier, There is litt]e SCope
for their creativity, freedom and expressions, They are
- unable to reconcile with this paradoxical situation. Qp the
one hand they are not properly integrated into the Oriya
society and on the other they are yet to develop an -identity
of their own leading to a crisis of identity.

All the same the most explicit illustration of
cultural regionalism is observed in the attempts made by
the Sambalpuri sp:ech community to promote their
language and culture. The Sambalpuri language movement
started in the beginning of the 1980s. It provided a fresh
bond of cultural unity among its speakers and defined a
cultural line of separation from Oriya speaking people.
This is not to suggest that for everyone the problem of
identity is equally acute But the movement has promoted
the re-discovery of Sambalpur area with which the
Sambalpurias identify. People feel that the movement
has brought genuine cultural consciousness among the
people in this area. Even a section of Sambalpuri
speaking people started demanding a separate state
on the basis of Sambalpuri language and cultural homo-
geneity. Far from being understood, the Oriya speech
community feels that the movement is an expression ol
regional chauvinism. Such judgement is a great barrier,
it destroys the possibility a meaningful dialogue,”

Abstract of the doctoral thesis of Dr. Pasayat ( Last chapter in brief )

B
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CorV of the Memorandum

-oR RECOGNITION OF KOSALI ( SAMBALPURI )
ANGUAGE AS AN OFFIGIAL LANGUAGE OF ORISSA

Tﬂ'fha President of India

Rashtrapati Bhawan
New Delhi-110 001

This Memorandum under Article 347 of the
Constitution of India submitted by Kosal Party, a political
party registered under the Representation of People Act,
1956 by the Election Commission of India, most humbly
states as follows :

"1, The Constitution of India, founded on the
spirit of federalism, equality, unity in diversity and con-
sequent inbuilt mechanism to Ppreserve and protect the
language and culture of minority ethnic groups, empowers
the President of India in Article 347 to direct a constitu-
tent State of the Indian Union to accord official recog-
nition to a language which is spoken by a substantial
Proportion of the population of that State. A State
Government has, as well, the I:D_ﬂstitutinna_l obligation, to
Provide adquate facilities for instruction, to children of
linguistic minorities, in their own mothertounge, in the

Primary stage of education.

~The relevant énnstitut_innal provisions in this
tegard are extracted in Schedule-l of this memorandum.
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2. The official language of Orissa jg Otiya, 1
corresponds to the spoken language of Ex~Utka) region
of Orissa, consisting of Cuttack, Puri and Bulugqp,
districts. The language of Ganjam district, the E?{'Kﬂlinga
region, is also indentical with the standard Oriya languag,:
except its Teluge accent. The medium of instruction ip
institutional education in entire Orissa i8 Oriya from
primary stage onwards. : 1

3. The major spoken Jar.guage and Link Langu-
age of Ex-Kosalu Region of Orissa is Kosali. This region
comprises of the districts of Sundargarh, Sambalpur,
Balangir, Kalahandi and Athmalik Sub-division of
Dhenkanal district, Boudh and Kondhmal sub-division
of Phulbani district and Kashipur Block and some parts
of Nawaragpur sub-divisions of Koraput district. This
region is also known as Paschim Orissa. The sub-division

wise area and population of Kosal Region is detailed
in Schedule-11.

4. Orissa is a Bi-lingual State in term of major
Link Languages. The Link Language of *Utakal-Kalinga'
region is Oriya, where as, that of the ‘Kosal’ region is
Kosali. The respective regions where these two languages
are used as the spoken language of mass communication

are shown in the Language Map of Orissa attached here-
with as Anqexure-111,

| 5. A. brif:F outline of the political and linguistic
history of Orissa is detuiled below to trace the orgin and
development of the Oriya and Kosali languages,

Scanned by CamScanner



. ingd

(=)

The State of Orissa came into existance on Ist
il 1936. Parls of former Utkal, Kalinga and Kosal
oms were ammalgamated together to create this
o State. Much prior to this, towards the 11th Century,
Utkal and Kdlinga kingdoms were merged together by
Anaptabarman Chola. This costal belt of modern Orissa
.nd Andhra Pradesh was Known as ‘Orissa’ of the middle
ages. The sultan of Bengal conquered this Orissa in 1568.
Later on, Akbar the Great, annexed ‘Orissa’ with the
Moghul Empire after defeating Sultan Nishar Khan of
Bengal in 1592. According to *Ayeen’ Akbery, Moghul
Orissa consisted of five sircars: namely Jalasore,
Bha_dtak,'(:ﬁﬁack, Kalingadandpaut and Rajamahindri.

Ap

6. I,'Knsai was alalong an independent State.

During the region of Akbar, it formed part of ‘Gondwana’
. which consisted of three kingdoms: Katang Garh,

Ratnapur and Sambalpur The Gond queen Rani”
Burg&wati' uf. Mandala ( Katang garh ) was defeated and
slain by Akbar in 1564. Kalyan sai of Ratanpur was

, subjugated by Jehangir in 1619. Sambalpur Garh continued

= -, . . e . =

1o be independent till it lasped to the British Empire in
1849 A, D,

“2BM0TH

., Major H. B. Impey in his Notes on Garhjat
,Etﬁf_ﬂﬁ'giﬁ-l‘._e'd_‘iﬂth May 1863, has enumerated the eighteen
f“dﬂlﬂ!:}' States of Sambaipur Raj as follows : 1. Patna,
;idsﬂlmbﬂ:.ipiif, 3. Sonepur, 4. Boudh, 5. Redhakhol,
B. Mh{f_nﬂlik, 7. Bamra, 8. Gangpur, 9. Banei, 10. Raigarh,
11: Sarangpath, 12. Bargarh, 13. Phuljhar, 14. Sakti,
15, Chandrapur, 16. Bindra Nuagarh, 17. Khariar and
18. Borasambar. This region which corresponds to ‘Kosal
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Desh’ of 460-1849 A.D.

1s shown in 3
Annexure 1V. the Map iy

! " 7. The Sambalpur district of the British periog
consisting of present Sambalpur, Bargarh and Jharsuguda
sub-divisions was merged with Bengal (Orissa) on |6ty
October 1905, The princely states of Khariar ang
Borasambar regions were merged with the newly
constituted Orissa State on Ist April 1936. The Kosali
language speaking fedutary States, Gangpur, Banai,
Bamra, Redhakhol, Athmailik, Boudh, Sonepur, Patna
and Kalahandi were ammalgamated with Orissa on st |
January 1948 on the basis of an Agreement of Merger
dated 14th December 1947. Some of the Kosali speaking
fedutory States, Bindra nuagarh, Phuljhar and some paris
of Raigarh were merged with Madhya Pradesh.

8. Much before the Kosal Region came in
contact with the Orya speaking region, it had‘ a languagle
of its own. The linguistic frame work of this Iangua.ge;;
completely different from Oriva. No doubt the KGEE}; anf
the Oriya languages belorg to the Indo-Aryan grc; irate
languages, but they originated and del-vleluped under § PThe
socio-cultural background and Enhucal p?]tm?;egt-muﬂ
parent language, Sanskrit, continued to Enturics, o
]aﬁgmsﬂ of both these regions for m}?n}ih:: T];c o
the spoken langrage differed from cach © iné the rule of
lﬁﬁguage ‘was known as ‘Sambalpuri du: o8 balpls s
jater Chouban’s (1540-1849 A. D.}._bﬂlfa;fs o alpur Ko
the pu_[itiéa_l centrestage and capita

( Kosal )-
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9, Before the entey of the Aryans to Kosal this
region Was inhabited by many local tribes, such as Gond,
sahara, Munda, Oram, Kisan, Binjhal, Khadia, Bhuyan
and the like. The sanskritised language of the Aryan
settlers of Kosal was considerably influenced by the
janguage of the local population. This language which
arew and developed from the mixture of Sanskrit, Prakrit
and various local language known as ‘Bibhasa’ was known
as Kosali, because it was the "language of ‘Kosal Desh’.
The practice of naming u language according to the place
where it is spoken continues even today : Keral-Kerali,
Bengal-Bengali, Punjab-Punjubi and the like.

10. Kosali is a self-contained full-fledged complete
language, with its own rules of grammar, The phonetic,
morphological and syntactic patterns of this language is
entirely different from Oriya. Consequently, an Oriya
speaking person cunnot speak, undersiand and create
literature in Kosali language. Conversely, a Kosali cannot
speak or understand Oriya, unless he is fairly educated,
About ¥5% of the Kosali speaking people, cannot speak
or understand Oriya lunguage.

11. Due to this reason, Kosali, continues to be the
court language and spoken language of government offices
even to-day in the Kosali E-peakipg districts of Orissa.
This includes cross-examination of witnesses, accused
Statements, statements of witngssg_g hcf‘mgz: investigating
officers, oral complaints of the public before governmet
officials, discussions in the meetings of Gram-panchayats,
Panchayt samitis and local .badies and the like. The
Akasvani brodcasts its * rural programme in  Kosali
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( Sambalpuri ) language. Sambalpuri Songs, dramg

plays freequently feature in All India Radio. The Sam:;d ¥
puri film “Bhukha” has own many national ang 1,“&:‘ A
national awards. In short, Kosali continues tg p, th- f?
living language amongst the masses against all odgs. : siﬂ

12.  Unfortunately, the language policy of g, |
Government of Orissa had been alalong Anti-Kosal; In | of
spite of the pre-Merger assurances that the language anq | T
culture of Kosal region would be well-protected i | nid
Greater Orissa, the succesive Governments so far have
done nothing positive for the preservation, protection,
development and propogation of Kosali language. No |
fl.lflds have been ever ear-marked for the promotion of 0
this language from the Consolidated Fund of Orissa. On Wl
the contrary, attempts to subvert, prevert and destory 0
this language is subtly encouraged by Government
agencies. The State controlled electronic media allocates
no television time for programmes in Kosali language.
The social life, culture, literature, poetry, plays and by
overall heritage of Kosal is totally ignored by Door- }
darshan. Treating Kosali as a dialect of Oriya languag,
efforts are afoot to impose the Oriya language on the th
Kosali speaking people. Itis reported in the Press that o
a Cabinet Minister has lJaunched a severe attack on the .

protoganists of Kosali languages in his public speeches. .

il

13. The language used in institutional educatio”
is one of the most powerful weapon of destruction Fiﬂ
minority language. Constitutional safeguards are proi, |
against such abuse, In Orissa, the Kosali language a0t |
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gure threat nj.‘rf ﬂxtmc:‘:mn by using standard Oriya language
as the medium of instruction at the primary stage of
education. The Kosali children:are to-learn two languages
at u tender age. Most of them end as school drop-outs
as Oriya language is Latin for them at the primary stage.
Aswould be evident from the 1991 Census, the literacy
rate of Utkal region is 53¢;, where as, the literacy rate
of Kosal is 36.560; as against the State Average of 49%.
The Adult Education ' Programme of Kosal has also
miserably failed due to this language barrier.

14, The economic; political and cultural back-
wardness of the Kosal region is. due to the comparative
backwardness of the Kosali people in the Field of
education, and the consequent constraint to effectively
participate in the administiation of the State. The
number of Kosali officials in State .service marginal. The
vernacular press runs its editions in Oriya. The Akasvani
and Doordarshan completely ignore the language spoken
by 1/3rd population of Orissa.

15. In this background, itis appealed through
this memorandum that the Statz of Orissa may be directed
to officially recognise the Kosali language as the alter-
native official language of Orissa and to impart primary
education in Kosali language for which act of your
kindness, as duty bound, we shall stand highly obliged.

———

The memorandum, Dated 1st Jupe 1992 was submitted
by Kosal Party under the signature of its President Mr. P. R. Dubey.

¥ >

Scanned by CamScanner



e B fi "l'll-lr'-l

@@@ Q@I@ﬁh@ (-SJ‘E1

@l @9% Glﬂfﬁl 8.Q101

L EQRIG - GQQIQET e

- aqchﬂ @1@&@1@1 c:tqr;pl qm@@ 20RgQ, a4l dlq,
G 19, B R, §RIQ SR0 0890, IR 667 101A &aq
Clesialafelaizlalelela) &ﬂ@a_ aok9ase | @ QRGl qtam! T
CHIER QP 1G99, of5E G ad | AR ’EI‘EI@Q'B alelaln)
ARSG C0RRE) RIEPnSR CiE 64 anG dao w924 QW |
GRED AI03Q AR QRA | Q 9AEq AIAIQ qeri] AR |
QAL B | ERIEm, o, 538 5F0IQ) 3ia, RAEQAIQ E6A3 «
ml;@@at@ UQIA76 Y90 QABE9 89 QLFe | faﬁg Gdg |

JEm 0R0a 91186 29R28 Seldh AlgIeY 6oioR | A aiaiat !
‘e Lelen Ge “8'0 len’ @18 gegs ceadalst’
oRIG) l;..;, Euvm 2 alsle 9o 21 | 3l 8. d. ﬂ%}@ia Saseq —
Qgg 8 99l 5w emel ‘eqes’ 25, EIQ 98 ¢ 959 fo [ Talar
"Helem @ulenl | Gl 20, § Qaeq 'y € safln 64 @ ARl

AR SRR @;,L:,Hq aTa[ R aala ﬂ@ @}9‘11’61;
CHmCRGs Wah e |

o 5

. W0 QUIER O RAGIY Q@E} G]waﬁa E}Gi‘?‘ﬂ
Q9% sell R, oL 6868 @ QR Yo Ao 3009le QI3 seaekl’
1325 998 14on 60 (Qgen cog ), Al3QIE QaRIP 1909

G elim't 1550 Qag 62 @ 98Y gl omad ol
e Yl 1ol le [l f,if:.ﬂ G E]H} qgwrg@ Gm @ﬂlﬁ @Eﬂi ﬂ@“a]ﬁl

jﬁ]@l QAewa (lﬁl'? 5?} aﬂej@_ HDGI'E'IQ@ @@@m §'||I;‘;1~’F|1G.,G' !
IR Q05 ‘Gass AnieY eolon B1R.aaa 9999

LN :\

Scanned by CamScanner



B QY ‘Elﬁﬂfélaﬁl QQQ@ 98’0 eerkiq g

ffgm@n%‘ RI%ATe6n | 29,0 98iq @ 987 saregecen
6712 SASIA53 | 1785 qage e 0G99 AeR O
0% 6ASER | @ ARG A AR E}G;a 48! @19 AgeHe Asle |
279 84| QPGB 8@ 69 FRsing ‘@enens’ (Inscription) @
0771 AR 99 el 2R a%.855 AN ©ge | |

AAICH Q QRFIGR 2I99IR 9T, AR 99IR, 69,
0Q%, O ¢R, 98 9B UG eV ALY BIBLRIER GRS
Qs | LILAICR Q9,0 Eig AIge Q8 6eR98 QRS WA |
1499 98l a1ga. ml-ﬂ@a Qal diea deloq gss Qel g8l eiada
R | @59 9999, Ales Q Q8 O colan] @Sl 69098
|ERflea .

_ ‘This language was formerly known as Eastern
Hindi, but linguists took pains to clarify that Western and
Eastern Hindi were two seperate languages, To remove’
this confusion, I proposed in my article in the first edition.
of this work that they should be called Hindi and Koshali

A respeclivly. The su ggestion was adopted by India’s leading
llllgmslic Dr. Suniti Kumar Chattzjee.
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“From ngarh in the North to KMahandl is the
south and from Raipur 1n the west tﬂ“ﬂm in the East
the language is exactly same in gramnties. 1 L |
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